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The House Called Home 



Ethel Brooks Stillwell 



There stands a house upon a hill, 

Forefronting on the sea — 
White sails, white icings, and gull cries shrill, 

And salt winds wild and free. 
The gray green breakers, tipped with foam, 

Launch thunders oti the beach, 
But, far above, the House called Home 

No angry sea can reach. 

Sweet barefoot children on the sands 

Race with the racing waves, 
Shell salvage treasure in their hands 

To hide in secret caves. 
But sand cave fills, sand castle falls, 

On night mist rides the gnome — 
How wide the doors, how stout the walls, 

How safe the House called Home! 

What boots, on snow-spread hills and vales, 

Keen winter's bitter chill? — 
Sharp skates, smooth ice, fresh rabbit trails, 

And ringing sleigh bells shrill. 



But winds blow cold, stout muscles tire — 

When falls the evening gloam 
How bright the lights, how warm the fire 

Within the House called Home! 

Perchance upon a city street 

Set in its measured space, 
Close flanked by hedge rows, trim and neat, 

There shines a sacred place. 
Green vined, rose twined, a very bower; 

Clear lined as in a chrome — 
Dear Memory to life's latest hour, 

The House we have called Home. 

Mayhap it stands in open lands 

Girt round by sunlit fields; 
Where treasure gold for happy hands 

The matchless poppy yields, 
By limpid lake, by rushing stream, 

Or hid in fruiting bloom — 
Somewhere the heart's most cherished dream, 

Somewhere a House called Home. 



So heart beats high and pulses thrill 
With salt ivinds wild and free. 

There stands a house upon a hill 
Whose windows face the sea. 



HOME PLANNING as a PERSONAL SERVICE 



THERE is romance in the planning of homes, and 
particularly by correspondence. It appeals to the 
imagination. The more plans we make the better 
we do them. Our work is of absorbing interest, and of 
greatest value to the individual and society ; and the field 
and the opportunity are unlimited. We have to progress. 

We are planning homes for little children to play and 
grow in. We are planning homes for easy housekeeping; 
homes that make life a joy for mothers. We want the 
conditions of family life improved by our careful planning. 
Indirectly we help to promote happiness. Fathers may relax 
when the day is over, in attractive, comfortable homes with 
contented families. 

The older we grow the more we come to realize the great 
influence of attractive and well planned homes on character 
itself, and on one's attitude toward life. Is your home one 
which can give your children a richness of association that 
will be prized above other riches in the years to come? 

We sell, not merely sheets of paper with blue and white 
lines. We are selling ideas, directions for building houses. 
In the nature of things, home planning must be a personal 
service. 

Through the medium of mails we yearly plan homes for cor- 
respondents in every one of these United States, and in every 
Canadian Province. We are familiar with the climatic require- 



ments of the Pacific Northwest, of cold Western Canada and our 
Northern States; of the Atlantic Coast; of the great South, where 
it is both moist and hot; of the Southwest, and of the great heart 
of the Middle States, which has a combination of all climates. 

The work of the average architect covers a general field — a 
business block here, a public building there, a church elsewhere. 
Residence work is occasional, and only large houses are really de- 
sired. Small work usually is not considered, unless as "filling in" in 
dull times. You cannot get the best house planning service from 
the average architect's office, where concentration is on large and 
better paid work. For best results you must go to a residential 
specialist. 

We specialize — do nothing but plan homes, small as well as 
large. We do no building, nor at present any superintending. We 
are too busy drawing plans. We furnish architects' plans, more 
comprehensive and practicable than most architects do, but we do 
not practice as regular architects. 

Our idea is to prepare our plans so thoroughly that any Owner 
can understand them and supervise his own work, saving the 2 or 
2 J />% fee for that service. Contractors, with Stillwell plans, need 
no outside supervision, for everything intended is clearly shown. 
When plans are rightly made the Owner need not fear that the con- 
tractor will take any advantage. The average contractor is honest, 
and it is his best policy to secure satisfied and boosting customers, 
and the standing advertisement of fine homes. Most disputes arise 
through honest misunderstanding. 

Because we specialize, we can not only turn out better plans, but 
turn them out more rapidly. Therefore we can and do make them 
more cheaply than the average architect can. This applies to plans 
made to individual order, and especially to plans that are published 
and can be sold many times. 
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Architectural Practise 



IN line with the notion that laws can make men do better work, 
architects are experimenting with title legislation of a monopo- 
listic nature. Through their efforts some states have adopted 
certification or registration laws limiting the title of architect to 
those who pass the gauntlet of a board of architects. Though 
advanced ostensibly in the interest of the public, such laws are 
actually sought only by and for the benefit of the profession. 

Architects who meet the requirements of their boards do not in 
any state have any special rights or authority. They do not assume 
a single responsibility not common to all architects, certificated or 
uncertificated. 

It is obvious that regulation is not necessary for public health or 
safety. Cities large enough to have big buildings have inspection 
departments which pass upon all plans and inspect buildings under 
construction, including those planned and supervised by registered 
(certified) architects. Most states, including California, have 
excellent hotel, apartment, housing and industrial construction laws. 
Eventually all states will have building codes (California has), 
which is the only practicable way to "protect" the public. Any com- 
petently drawn plans (whether from a registered architect's office 
or not) are acceptable for legal contracts. Plans which do not meet 
the requirements of the laws and the building departments are not 
approved, whether from certificated or uncertificated architects. 

The practise of architecture is so broad and so specialized, is so 
much a private business, so much an art, that it cannot be benefited 
by laws. The results obtained by title legislation are as negligible 
as might be expected from state regulation of musicians, artists, the 
trades or any private business. Legislatures, recognizing these facts, 
require the architects themselves to pay the administration costs of 
their boards. 

"The idea that we have in mind is that no organi- 
zation has an economic right to have the law stifle 
competition that it cannot meet through its own merits 
or effort." — Printer's Ink. 



In all business, scientific and artistic ranks are many men of 
notable success who began as outsiders, who seldom get due credit 
because they do not conform to customary methods. 

These men are getting good results in this field, which the 
profession as a whole can not or will not work at prices which 
the average owner feels able to pay. Their work is supremely 
important, for it touches the everyday life of the people, and by 
degrees helps them to an appreciation of the value of architectural 
service for all kinds of construction. They are demonstrating 
that an investment in good plans produces tangible results. These 
men have no real use for the highly technical training required 
for massive construction, a training that seems to make modest 
residential work unattractive or unprofitable to many. 

This is especially true of architects of highest technical training 
who are equipped for and seek the profitable big work which 
requires those qualifications. At the other end are the amateur 
draftsmen and builder-planners. Between these extremes there are 
many honest, earnest, capable workers, graduates of the school of 
experience and observation, who have won honorable places in the 
difficult field of minor architecture. 

E. W. STIIXWELL & CO. are not certificated architects. We 
practice in the field of minor architecture. All states permit 
citizens (no state abridges this right) to use Stillwell Plans, be- 
cause our service is limited to drafting and designing. 

The more "professional" architects consider it "unethical" to 
advertise architectural service, and we are sometimes criticized for 
building our business on that basis. It appears, however, that the 
rapid artistic and material advances of this generation are largely 
due to the development of and supplying new needs by the use of 
the printed word. A national architectural service by correspond- 
ence can be conducted only in this way; the need is very great, and 
we believe our public is interested to know precisely what we have 
to offer. Therefore, we shall continue conducting the Stillwell Plan 
Service according to our own ideals. Our ethics are high standards, 
careful planning, good design, durable construction and honorable 
business relations. 
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No. C-55— This home in Sherman Gardens is properly named ''Paradise." The 
woman who built it understood the necessity of having us make plans complete to the 
last detail. This made personal supervision easy, without the aid of local architects, 
and the owner feels that, in this way, she has more truly realized her own ideal home. 

The plans show a full-size basement and large third-story attic. Besides maids' 
Hrst-story parlor, there are two rooms and bath in the third story. 
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For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-56 — This Colonial, with its unusual cornice, expresses all 
the hominess that any house can. The exterior is entirely of shingles. 

The plan provides for rooms that are somewhat larger than 
average, being designed to meet the conditions of a warm climate. 
The conveniences of the first floor simplify the service problem. The 
second-story rooms all have coiner exposures for best ventilation, and 
there is also a nice large sleeping porch. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-57 

Alternative Plans for Design No. G-56 

It is possible to replan almost any house several different 
ways without altering the exterior very much and sometimes, 
as in this case, not at all. 

These plans show a condensed arrangement for C-56. 
Two non-essential rooms are eliminated and the cost of 
building greatly reduced. The change does not affect the 




For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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front except to cut off the side porch ; the main roof is not 
changed, since it covers exactly the same size second story. 

The living room is of ample area. The breakfast room 
is reduced to a chummy morning room and is in a position 
where it can be used as a serving room and for many other 
purposes. 

For width and length dimensions of rooms and other 
information, including cost, send for plans for examination 
with privilege of return or purchase. See directions on 
Page 32-D. 
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No. C-58 — The beauty of this clean-cut design speaks for itself. The 
well developed setting aids in bringing out its full possibilities. So much 
pure white needs the relief of nature's green. 

This plan has all the space and conveniences almost any family requires. 
There is a compactness and accessibility, also, that is often lacking in the larger 
size houses. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-59 — An exceptionally pleasing design. If the windows of a Colonial 
house are carefully proportioned and equipped with blinds, large sizes are com- 
mendable, as the greater amount of air and sunlight is the best physical and 
mental tonic. 

Three bathrooms arc useful even in a comparatively small four-bedroom 
house. Some, however, might find it a greater advantage to use the front one 
as a dressing room. 

For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-510— This is a fine gambrel roof Colonial, with massive entrance 
detail, wide siding, very wide windows and a large chimney. 

The sun room is one of the fine features, affording the privacy that is so 
often lacking, and providing a back entrance and exit. The second story has a 
remarkable amount of closet room. In addition there is an exceptionally roomy 
attic— a space 12 feet wide clear through the center and 7 feet high at the low 
sides. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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FIRST SIORV PLAN 



No. C-511 — First-story walls and trim of this small Colonial are 
solid white, the Walls being stucco. The gable ends, like the roof, are 
shingled. 

The house itself is comparatively small, but it has several features, 
such as the covered driveway and sun room, that put it in the class of 
the more pretentious city homes. A rear hall provides unusually good 
connections with the kitchen, breakfast room, toilet and living room. 

For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64, 
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No. C-512 — Here is an unusual specimen of brick Colonial worked 
out in a width for a 60-foot lot. 

It is a rare home for entertaining on account of the large living 
room and large sun parlor. For what it contains it is a cheap house to 
build and, temporarily, the sun porch might be left out of consideration. 

For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 




KII(llfX DIMM-. UOOM | ' 



tM STORY* - ** T uo 



"** 




The New Colonials 



Page 13 





No. C-513 — There is a dearth of Colonials for narrow lots. This 
is a very economical type, considering beauty and accommodations. 

The second story has two distinct divisions, each with its bath. 
Secondary stairs are a great convenience in such a house. There is a 
well-lighted, comfortable attic suitable for various purposes, such as 
radio, shop, billiards, play, storage, etc. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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E. W. Stillwell & Co., Los Angeles, Cal. 





No. C-214 — Lower and upper walls of this gambrel-roofed Colonial 
are shingled. A distinction, however, is made by variations of color treat- 
ment, and the horizontal line dividing the upper story from the first story. 

The rear stairway and separate maid's quarters are excellent features. 
The house has a splendid full-size basement, and an attic accessible by stairs. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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FIRST STORY PLAN 



No, C-515 — The first-story walls of this house are stucco, and the 
second-story shingles. The bracketed entrance roof is an unusual treatment 
for a house of this type. 

The breakfast room, with an outside entrance, and easy access from the 
halls, is one of the best features. of the plan. In the second story, a room that 
may be called a dressing room, or sewing room, has two French doors (one 
fixed) to light the hall. 

For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64, 
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No. C-516 

Alternative Plans for Design No. C-517 

A popular style may be modified in many ways to suit 
individual requirements. In this case the change is a simple 
enlargement in both width and length. 

This makes all rooms larger. The sleeping porch is 
made accessible from the hall. The main stairs go straight 
up without a turn. With the addition of a second bath 
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E. W. Stillwell & Co., Los Angeles, Cal. 




StCOND STORY PLAN 



room the growing custom of providing one bath for each 
two bedrooms is observed. 

We are showing in this book a few houses with two 
sets of plans to emphasize that one may have any kind of an 
arrangement desired 

If you want any house enlarged, it may be done in a 
manner similar to this. If you want a plan cut down, there 
is a way to do it. If you like a plan as it is and desire 
another style of exterior, it is always possible to develop 
something different. See notes regarding special work on 
page 64. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-517 — First-story walls and gable ends are white stucco on metal 
lathing. There is a full-size basement with outside and inside stairs. 

By eliminating the front entrance closets, the second-story stairway may be 
brought forward to allow a landing without turn in the second story. Then, 
by enlarging the sleeping porch at the expense of the Owner's room, entrance to 
the sleeping porch could be arranged from the hall. 



P° RC " i FIRST 5TQRY PLAN ' 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64, 
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No. C-518 — Well designed stucco coated houses with gables correctly 
placed and proportioned, invariably attract attention. There is no doubt that 
their popularity will be as enduring as that of the Colonial houses of wood. 

This plan is quite different from the conventional arrangement, but it 
provides the same accommodations. The grade line of the rear is lower than 
in front, permitting basement windows above grade. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64, 
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No. C-519 — The recessed entrance and recessed dormers make this a 
distinctive home. The walls are 8-inch siding. The enclosed sun room is 
not only a comfortable living porch, but is a pleasing feature of the design 
as well. 

The very simple arrangement will appeal to the woman who wishes 
to overcome the help question by doing most of her own work. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64, 
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E. W. Stillwell & Co., Los Angeles, Cal. 




No. C-520 — When the exterior lines of a house are so run as to 
break up and vary the wall surfaces, how much more interesting it is than 
the square shapes of many 8-room houses! Grant that the cost is slightly 
more, it is worth a bit more to own a house good to look at, as well as 
comfortable to live in. 

This house has an unusually good plan. If it should be desirable (as in 
a country home), the dining room may be enlarged to include the breakfast 
room and closets. 

For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64, 
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No. C-521 — The exterior of this modified Dutch type of Colonial is 
covered with split shakes laid like shingles. These are oiled and weathered. 

It is a comparatively inexpensive design, with an economical plan. 
There is a full-size basement. The attic is too low for anything but 
storage purposes. 

The breakfast room is well planned, with access from the living porch 
and opening into the living room and main hall. 

For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64, 
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No. C-522 

Alternative Plan for Design No. G-523 

One of the most popular homes in our collection is the 
one on the opposite page, but the number who care to build 
on a plan of that size is limited. This new plan puts the 
house within the realm of possibility for more people. 
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It has every essential feature of our original plan except 
a living porch — and that can easily be added at the side or 
rear in a manner illustrated in various other of our designs. 

For width and length dimensions of rooms and other 
information, including cost, send for plans for examination 
with privilege of return or purchase. Sec directions on 
page 32-D. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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FIRST STORY PLAN 



No. C-523 — The form of this house is conducive to inexpensive 
building. In the plan built-in effects are limited to the service. The en- 
closed stairway spells economy. 

There is a growing demand for separate Owner's baths, as provided 
in this plan. The front one, however, could be featured as a dressing room. 

Far Coit f tee page 60 ' — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-524 — The modified Colonial style has the virtue of making an 
average size house appear larger when the frontage permits the right arrange- 
ment. 

The sun porch of the house is enclosed with glass. The stair landing is 
one step above the entrance hall and other floors. This, with the eliptical 
plaster arch and with light from above, makes an unusually attractive 
stairway. 

For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64, 
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No. C-525 — This picture shows how interestingly a house that is simple 
in outline may be treated. The effect is obtained by means of the steep roof 
pitch, blinds and lattice. 

Compactness is the keynote of the plan; comparatively small rooms are 
designed to make good wall and floor spaces available. A certain effect of 
spaciousness is obtained in the liberal size of windows and glass doors. 

For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-526 — This is not such a large house as the design makes it appear. 
The wide porch and wide windows aid in securing that effect. 

It has the prevailing arrangement for the house of this type, but has 
several uncommon features. Among these are a dining room fireplace, a very 
small breakfast room, private bath for the maid and a rear stairway. The 
dressing room is an exceptionally large one. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64, 
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No. C-527 — This is a wide effect home with porte cochere, for a standard 50-foot 
lot. It is standard frame construction with an asphalt shingle roof. 

In reality the house is an inexpensive type to build. It is not large in plan, yet has 
a number of features that ma'ce it unusually livable. 



Far Cost, see page , 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-528— A square house is always difficult as regards exterior design, 
and it is no less of a problem to plan. It is believed that this house has no 
superior in the square shape. 

In some sections there is little real need for an entrance hall. One soon 
gets used to the idea of entrance direct into a living room. An interior stairway 
can always be inexpensively treated, and there is some economy of space. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-529 — The first-story walls of this house are of 14-inch courses of 6-inch 
California Redwood shakes. Shingles or stucco, or wide siding, would look just 
as well. 

This house meets a popular need for a four-bedroom plan, and it has several 
important minor features that are lacking in most houses of this size. Among these 
are a combination pantry, private living porch, and entrance by way of a rear hall. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64, 
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No. C-530 — This home, though similar to another of our designs, lias a number 
of extra features worthy of special notice. 

A complete first-story bath is provided so the den may be used for a maid's room. 
The breakfast room opens to the yard, which is a special advantage for children. 
Owner's suite is well arranged and, to make a larger bedroom, No. 4 was thrown 
into bedroom No. 1 in the original house. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64* 
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5LCOND STORY PLAN" 








No. C-531 — This is the popular Dutch Colonial style, varied by putting the 
entrance in a corner. By separating the entrance hall from the stair hall, the heating 
problem is made simple and greatest privacy and accessibility attained. Beauty, 
utility and cost are well proportioned in this home. 
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For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64, 
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When the cost of building is so high, the very 
best plans are an economy — not expense. 



No. C-532 — This attractive home owes much of its beauty to its 
symmetry — the porte-cochere balancing the sun porch. It is a pure 
white house, relieved by the dark green planting below, and by the 
shutters above. 

The rear connecting hall joining the kitchen, living room, toilet 
and basement stairway, affords perfect accessibility. The sun porch 
is designed so that the sash may be removed and screens used, on one 
or more sides, during hot weather. 

For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-533 — In this day of the small family, there is a dearth of large 
two-bedroom houses for the servantless family. These plans for a fine Colo- 
nial were worked out as the solution of the building problem in one such case, 

A side entrance makes it fine for a corner lot. All the rooms are of extra- 
ordinary size. The second story has a very large rear storage attic that is 
reached by a door from the hall. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-534 

Alternative Plan for Design No. C-535 

Presented here is a new plan. A condensed arrange- 
ment for one of the most beautiful homes. In this case, the 
entire rear section of C-535 is cut oft", the present plan being 
self-contained under the one expansive main roof that shows 




E. W. Still well & Co., Los Angeles, Cal. 




SECOND STORY PLAN 



in the cut, the "Library" only being carried out with a deck 
roof. 

Every feature of the Hist plan is retained, with the 
exception that one room is eliminated in the second story. 



For Cost, see page 60 ' — for Changes, page 64. 



The New Colonials 



Page 35 



B[ ROOM No. I 
14.12' 



SLLU'ING TORCH 
12'3*.9' 
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No. C-535 — This truly charming house has walls of light French gray 
with pure white trim. Interior decorations are Colonial. 

The plan is a bit unusual. The den or library room is in front of the 
dining room. A splendid feature is the vista through the French doors of the 
dining room to the living porch. The second story has three unusually large 
bedrooms. The rear second story rooms could easily be eliminated if not 
needed. This would reduce the cost considerably. 

For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-536 — This exterior is designed to meet the popular liking for a 
deep, wide front porch. This porch work is all of wood, but the main house 
is of cement plaster on metal lathing. 

Every square foot of space is taken advantage of, there being nine large 
rooms and two baths. Large closets are tucked away under the roof slopes. 
The first story bath with entrance from the rear is a most valuable arrange- 
ment in cases of sickness or for the aged. 

For Cost) see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-537 

Alternative Plans for Design No. C-536 

As in preceding pages, a new plan is here compressed 
to come within the coverage of one main roof. What would 
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have been a butler's pantry of a former generation, that did 
not have to cope with the help question, becomes now a 
chummy breakfast room. The kitchen, though smaller, loses 
none of its serviceability and, in fact, the condensing arrange- 
ment is more conducive to efficiency. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-538 — Clean cut, simple lines characterize all the best Colonials, 
and this is especially evident here with an extraordinary feeling of homeyness. 

It is interesting to compare the advantages of similar plans, this with an 
entrance hall and the one on the next page without. By pushing a dormer roof 
out at the rear over the space for storage, another room or sleeping porch 
would be available. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-539 — The Realtor (new name for real estate promoter) who has 
the vision to lay out his tracts with wide frontage lots, has a great advantage. 
Wide houses like this one have a comfortable homey air that is impossible to 
get with standard town or suburban frontage. Deep back-yard space is so 
often unused that it would be better if lots were more nearly square. 

The idea of comfort that one gets from the outside of this house is 
evident inside also, the rooms being of good size. The rear entrance with steps 
leading to the main floor, and to the basement, is a splendid feature. 

For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-540 — This house has an extra compact, condensed plan; a kind 
that is popular where everybody wants second-story sleeping rooms. It is 
suitable for a 50-foot lot witli driveway space. Or, for a smaller lot if the 
sun room is changed to a garage room. 

There is a full-area concrete basement divided into four rooms. Larger 
bedrooms might be made if the sleeping porch were put out over the sun 
porch. 

Our plans provide for standard all-climate construction, double Hours, 
sheathing, wide siding, etc. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-541 — The exterior is gray cement on metal lathing. The 
shingled roof is gray and the trim is white. 

There is a full-size basement with the usual division for heating, fuel, 
laundry and storage. This is a big-little house — an economy home in every 
detail, considering the many small features incorporated in the plans. 

For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64* 
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No. C-542 — This is one of the simplest Colonial types — the very cheapest 
to build consistent with good appearance. While limiting the plan to the 
space coverable by a low roof, we get one of the very best plans. 

The kitchen has one of the up-to-date breakfast nook corners. The stairs 
are set back to be very accessible from the rear. Closets are extra large and 
the sleeping porch has a disappearing apartment house bed. 

For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64, 
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No, C-543 — In a mild climate the rapid growth of ornamental shrubbery 
and vines on trellises excuses the omission of blinds that are sometimes for 
effect and rarely built to close. 

This house, if the breakfast room and driveway arc retained, requires a 
60-foot lot. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-544 — This is a rather uncommon style of story-and-half Colonial 
home. It is particularly appropriate for wide, open country conditions. In 
this case the ground slopes to the rear, giving ample light for the basement. 
Second-story rooms are full height except in the dormers. 

While we make most of our plans suitable for cold climate conditions, 
we usually plan only part size basements for houses of such large ground 
area. Everything desirable is obtainable in half the area or less and the 
basement cost kept within reasonable limits. 

For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-545 — The traditional New England Colonial cottage style is peculiarly 
suitable when hut two rooms are needed in the second story. Several very essential 
features are provided in this plan to make it a perfectly appointed home for the woman 
who does her own work. One is the dining or study alcove, an entry large enough 
for a handy laundry, a toilet and a down stairs room to be used for a play room, 
emergency sick room, office, etc. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64, 
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No. C-546 — There is a growing demand for homes in which the inclosed 
porch is tied right into the design. In order to bring our plan for publication 
within the limitations of a standard 50-foot lot (allowing room for a drive- 
way), the width was slightly reduced, but without sacrifice of a single essential 
quality. 

The first-story walls are brick veneer. 
For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64* 
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No. C-547 — Here is one of the neatest small Colonials. It has lower 
walls, dormer and gable ends of wide siding painted glossy white, relieved by 
the unusual handling of the shingle surfaces. 

The plan has every possible convenience, a splendid living room and three 
good bedrooms. 

For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-548 — When a house has to be scaled down to a minimum there 
are still various ways to make it attractive. In this instance the two-stun 
effect is brought out by the use of lid roofed dormers in a second story only 
partly full height. One of the best features of this house is the private side 
entrance that connects indirectly with the kitchen. This makes the stairs 
accessible in three ways. 

For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64, 
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No. C-549 — When it comes to really small two-story homes, it is hard 
to make them original and attractive without assuming a somewhat higher 
cost than for the same accommodations in a one-story home. This one answers 
a certain demand of this character without a really prohibitive building cost. 
It is a type that would lend itself especially well to brick construction. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-550 — The first-story walls of this house arc solid brick; the second 
story and roof all shingles. 

Note that the sun room is connected with the dining room as compared 
with the living room connection in the next house. 

The basement of this house has a large laundry and drying room with 
outside concrete stairs; also separate fuel and furnace rooms and a fruit room. 

For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64, 
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No. C-551 — As between solid brick and brick veneer there is really 
little difference in cost or in advantage. In this case first-story walls are 
veneered. 

The light, ample intercommunicating halls make this one of the excep- 
tional homes. The complete convenience equipment for labor saving gives it 
the split-second efficiency of a modern factory. When permitted, we like 
to incorporate these ideas in homes (even at a bit higher cost), for if ever 
work should be made easy and pleasant, it is in one's home. 



FIRST STORY PLAN 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No, C-552 — There is no real reason why small houses should not be 
beautiful and planned for efficiency and still built cheaply. All agree that this 
is desirable, but unfortunately it is not given to all to foresee the advantage of 
using Complete Plans. To produce best results with a saving of time plans 
are essential. They will save all they cost and more. An honest builder 
capable of reading plans will bid lower and build for less if lie lias the house 
before him, built on paper. 




5LCOND STGRY 




ri_j 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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It is just as necessary to use good 
plans for little houses as for large 
ones. It pays in the same proportion. 




No. C-553 — As a rule, 5-room arrangements work out best as one-story 
houses, but here is an unusual arrangement that is successful, both in plan and 
in exterior design. 

The Colonial entrance opens directly into the living room, the floor of 
which is one step below the main floor level. There is a full basement divided 
into four compartments for laundry, heating, etc. 



for Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64, 



Page 54 



E. W. Stillwell & Co., Los Angeles, Cal. 




No. C-554 — The exterior of this house is cement stucco on metal 
lath. It is quite similar in form to No. C-556, but the plan provides 
for a larger family. 

The combination grade landing in the rear often makes a con- 
venient entrance or exit. There is economy in the arrangement of the 
two baths, one over the other. 

Second-story rooms have pretty sloping ceilings, as the rafters cut 
the front and back walls at a height of 6}4 feet. The basement is 
about one-half the plan area. 

For Cost, see page) 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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Alternative Plan 

The second-story plan is the same as C-554, but the house is 
built of hollow tile and has a tile roof. The cellar is ample for a 
furnace room, fuel and fruit room, and occupies but a quarter of 
the foundation area. 

Note: Since room sizes are given as to area, it is necessary to 
get width and length dimensions direct from plans. They will be 
sent on approval with privilege of purchase or return, according to 
directions in the center of the book, Page 32-D. 
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No. C-555-B 



Alternative Plan 



Here is a reversed plan with second story like the one on the 
opposite page. This plan, however, has greater depth, which gives 
increased floor area in the rear first-story rooms and throughout the 
second story. 

For a house designed along similar lines, see "All-American 
Homes." In this book there are two beautiful plans of much smaller 
size. 



For Cost, gee page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-556-A — The weather boarding of this house is an unusually wide siding. 
The roof has an exceptional sweep or curvature. In the rear is a second-story "lid" 
or "shed" roof, like the one in front, affording light and ventilation for the bedrooms. 

The basement is a little more than half the area of the plan. It is compactly 
arranged for economy in building and efficiency in heating. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-557-A — Very often much space is wanted with an economical design. 
This plan meets this requirement. The porches and rooms are of generous propor- 
tions. There are four regular bedrooms, and a den room that may be used as a 
sleeping room. 

The exterior walls are covered with 6-inch Redwood shakes laid with wide 
courses to the weather. The porch floor is paved with brick. 



:: ^]first "tory plan 



For Cost, see page, 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-558-A — Roof lines are the secret of the beauty of this Colonial. A differ- 
ence of inches in these lines could not fail to affect its appearance, so it is all-im- 
portant that builders adhere strictly to carefully prepared plans. 

The room plan is exceptionally good. There is the unusual feature of a sun 
porch. Second-story rooms and closets are all of liberal size. The front bath might 
be made into a dressing closet. 



For Cost, see page 60 — for Changes, page 64. 
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No. C-559-A — When the last dollar counts, the straight-up style under a 
simple gable (or hipped) roof without intersecting roofs or dormers can nol 
be beat. In this house, there is a side room that may be called a non-essential, 
but otherwise the house is on a bed-rock cost basis. It is true there are extra 
good kitchen facilities and extra plumbing conveniences, but a house without 
such things is as far behind the times as an automobile without electric lights 
or starter. Our Complete plans will help the builder save time and hold the 
cost down. 



For Cost, see page, 60 — for Changes, page 64. 



PRUDENCE 

Many owners, while convinced that 
plans are a good thing to have — especially 
for some one else to have — are unwilling 
to pay for plans, and take a chance on 
the genius of the builder. They fail fully 
to realize that home-building is an invest- 
ment of the first magnitude and that ade- 
quate planning is the very foundation of 
every successful home, large or small. 
Unfortunately, there are very few plan- 
ning geniuses in the home-building busi- 
ness. Some can figure costs and manage- 
ment but that is their limit. Still that is 
responsibility enough for any one man or 
organization. 

A FICTION 

Our plans do not add to the cost of 
building; it is a fiction that architect's 
plans make houses cost more. Costs can 
be partly controlled by the owner's selec- 
tion of grades, qualities, etc., and the en- 
tire cost reduced to the very minimum by 
the elimination, for the time being, of some 
of the built-in features. 

BETTER PLANNING 

It ought to be evident to the prospective 
home builder (whether he is an inexperi- 
enced owner or an old contractor), that 
those who plan and re-plan hundreds of 
houses a year, talk to many builders, ob- 
serve varied building operations, and 
make it a business to keep abreast of new 
ideas constantly, must certainly produce 
work of exceptional value. Indeed, of 
incomparably greater value than plans 
made by one whose chief occupation is 
building, who makes but a few house 
plans a year; and then only as an accom- 
modation, or to keep competitors from 
figuring with the owner on the same plan. 

[ Page 60 ] 



BUILDERS' OPINIONS 

It is true that many reliable builders 
tell people they don't need plans — that 
they are willing to do, for nothing, what 
little planning they consider necessary — 
that the architect's charge can as well be 
saved ; but these men are mistaken. They 
don't know Stillwell Plans. Our plans are 
a distinct and special help to the builder 
as well as to the owner, even when tak- 
ing into account the likelihood that a few 
changes may be desired. Ask a builder 
who really knows plans and he will freely 
admit their value in his own work. If he 
doesn't want plans, he doesn't know plans. 
He may be a good, honest builder, cons- 
cientious, careful and all that — but he will 
produce better results with plans such as 
we make. 

The best informed men of the new gen- 
eration of builders realize this and are 
willing and ready to use real plans when 
they can be obtained. As house patterns, 
Stillwell Plans pay in a business way. 
Besides, they promote the best relations 
and assure best results alike to owner and 
builder. 

ARTISTRY 

If there were no other advantage in 
using architect's plans, the assurance of a 
more beautiful home than the builder 
could produce, without the aid of such 
plans, would make them well worth the 
cost. It should be obvious that a builder 
is not qualified by training or experience 
to be a designer. Nor can it be expected 
that a builder can make a copy of a de- 
sign, faithful in every detail. It is equally 
certain that builders' departures from or 
modifications of, design are usually detri- 
mental or disastrous so far as the beauty 
and hence the value of the building are 
concerned. 



THE COST 

A finished house is an assembly, or composition, of hun- 
dreds of parts plus labor. When you build, your home will 
be at least fifty per cent a home-labor product. 

Just what it will cost you, depends on conditions that are 
never average or duplicated — location, the site, the season, 
labor, amount of building going on, etc. You, too, have it 
within your power to control the cost to quite an extent by 
your selections, qualities, equipment, etc., and the grade of 
workmanship expected. 

The cost of the home you would like to build is not to be 
estimated offhand, as if it were some assembled factory prod- 
uct, complete plus ordinary marketing charges. Yet, when 
you are ready seriously to consider building, there is a per- 
fectly easy way to find out the cost beyond doubt and without 
expense. 

The modern Contractor's organization is a sort of pur- 
chasing agency, employment agency and movable assembling 
plant. Naturally, one of the chief responsibilities of the Con- 
tractor is to be an authority on cost. In your own interest and 
out of deference to your local Contractor, he should be recog- 
nized as the one reliable source of cost information. We feel 
we should not step outside our province and try to forecast 
his estimates or bids when we can't possibly be expected to 
know the particular conditions he knows so well. But we will 
help. 

Since it is essential that you know the cost before deciding 
on our plans, we have arranged a practical way. If you 
think a certain house is within the realm of possibility, just 
authorize us to send the detailed plans on approval for esti- 
mates. This is mighty important, because the most capable 
contractor in the world cannot estimate very closely without 
complete plans and details. 

Yours for money-worth homes through complete planning, 

E. W. STILLWELL. 



HOW TO ORDER 

BY MAIL: Remit with order 
and we will send plans di- 
rect, all charges prepaid. 
See Guarantee, 

PARCELS Plans will be 

POST C.O.D.: sent C.O.D., 
charges collect. Postoffice 
rules do not allow examin- 
ation. See Guarantee. 

EXPRESS Express rules 
C.O.D.: permit examina- 

tion. If you want to take 
plans away for examina- 
tion not to exceed 6 days 
send 10% on account and 
we will send this special 
instruction. 



GUARANTEE 

If the cost of building is 
too high, or if our plans 
are not what you want, we 
will refund your money 
less 109r for our handling 
expense. Plans must be re- 
turned within 6 days of 
receipt — and in good condi- 
tion. 

EXCHANGES 

We promise, under all 
offers, that you may return 
plans for exchange or apply 
as a credit on special plans. 



RUSH ORDERS— AIR MAIL 

Order by Wire or by Air Mail. Plans sent by Airplane 

$1 per set for extra postage. We can send C. O. D. orders 
by Air Mail, 

PLANS ON APPROVAL 

By special request, we will send plans in care of your 
Bank or Lumber Dealer for selection. If you wish plans on 
approval, send 109< for the handling charge, which amount 
will be taken off your bill. 

DRAWINGS: We supply all the General Drawings, all Construction 
Details and all Interior Details, 

SPECIFI- We furnish a plain, complete specification outline, with 

CATIONS: blank spaces for filing in the selections of Owners. Should 

you not desire specifications, we will send an extra set of 

blueprints instead. 

MATERIAL Our li-tv are made by experienced men. They are more 
LISTS: complete and more accurate than the average "uiltler has 

time or patience to prepare. 

NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR REVERSED PLANS 
FOR OTHER CHANGES SEE PAGE 64 
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No. C-563-A— The beauty of a well designed brick Colonial increases as the 
years go by; age only adds to its charm. 

' An exterior of characterful face brick when bonded with a backing of hollow 
tile is construction of the highest standard. This Colonial is such a house; a happy 
investment in beautv, low upkeep and comfort. 

The porte-cochere and porch are brick with beautiful wrought iron railings. 
Porch and terrace floors are laid with large tiles. The entrance is a classic. Windows 
are fitted with operating blinds. 
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No. C-563-A — The ample size of this house 
permitted what many say is a model of floor plan- 
ning. The arrangement provides for every con- 
venience and perfect accessibility besides spacious- 
ness. 

Steps descend from the terrace and from the 
dining room to the porte-cochere. There is a one- 
third basement which is ample for heating, etc., 
in a house of this size. 



First story ceilings are 9 ft. 3 in. high; second 
story 9 ft. ; attic story 8 ft. There is one big game 
room in the attic story and one smaller room. 

The complete building plans must be seen fully 
to appreciate the beauty and the many fine points 
of this residence. 



For Cost, see page, 60 — for Changes, page 64, 
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Use California Plans 

CALIFORNIA homes are models 
for all the world. The amazing 
variety of styles is the natural de- 
velopment from conditions found no- 
where else. 

California is about one thousand 
miles long with climate changes 
from nearly tropical to highland 
winters. Building sites range from 
the seashore to mountain sides. All 
this has attracted people of imagina- 
tion and foresight and the means to 
gratify their desires from all other 
states and countries. ' There is a 
growing national demand for homes 
of the various types developed here 
in Southern California. 

We have conducted an architec- 
tural service through book publish- 
ing and correspondence since 1907. 
Since then, we have supplied plans 
for thousands of homes in this state 
and other states and in Canada. 
Stillwell plans also are known in the 
more remote places — wherever U. S. 
mails go. People of various coun- 
tries, Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa, Japan, Hawaii, etc., have 
bought our plan service. 

No matter where you build, you 
can use Stillwell plans. You can 
use ready-made plans, arranging 
minor changes with your builder. 
Or, you can have us make changes. 
We can also develop plans from your 
own sketches, giving you the latest 
ideas in California homes. 



How Plans Are Made 

The detailed blueprint plans of- 
fered for sale in this book are 
printed, like photographic films, 
from original master drawings or 
negatives. Cataloging in a book with 
a small outline plan creates a chance 
for a number of sales of copies of 
these original fine large scale work- 
ing drawings that are briefly de- 
scribed on page 61, 

Each buyer of working plans pays 
only his pro rata share of the first 
cost of producing the plans. When 
you buy Stillwell "stock" plans, you 
are getting high-grade plans at a 
bargain. 

Changing Plans 

If you want only a few little 
changes, buy the plans just as they 
are. Other buyers will not want the 
same changes you may want, so the 
original master drawings can not be 
altered. If possible, arrange for 
minor structural changes by special 
agreement with the builder. 

Changing Materials 

Changes of materials, such as 
using stucco in place of siding, or 
change of roofing material, does not 
often affect the use of ready-made 
plans, as we have arranged our 
specification form so you can write 
in what you want. When you order 
plans, we will write a Free Letter 
of Advice if you Avant information 
about changes in plans and mate- 
rials. 



Reversing Rooms from One Side 
to the Opposite Side — Free 

Frontage sometimes requires this. 

Other Changes 

If proposed changes are numerous 
and more or less involved, it will 
pay you to have us work them out 
correctly. Usually, a revised floor 
plan attached to the original plans 
as a rider or supplement is sufficient. 



Terms: Send Money Order, 
Draft or Certified Check for the 
price of original plans plus $7.00 per 
room for the extra plans. Our Re- 
fund Guarantee does not apply to 
special work. 

Complete Special Plans 

The ideal way, of course, would 
be to have every home planned to 
order. 

We design residences of every size 
and style. We will work up a new 
plan and original design if you want 
to give us a free hand. Or, we will 
work out your plan and design a 
suitable exterior for it. Or, we will 
modify or reproduce any exterior 



and make a plan to fit it. We will 
work in your clippings and details 
for interior features, etc. 

Preliminary Special Plans 

Preliminary Floor Plans or Pre- 
liminary Plans with Exterior Design 
will be prepared and sent for your 
approval according to the schedule 
below. 

By Units of Space we mean each 
main room, living porch, bath and 
stair hall, if any. 

Preliminary FLOOR PLANS 
Floor Plans drawn to the working 
Offer No. 1 plan scale of one- 
quarter inch to the 
foot, indicating net room dimen- 
sions, locating windows, doors, built- 
in features and plumbing. The cost, 
including Letter of Advice is ONE 
DOLLAR per unit of space, ex- 
plained above. 

Design EXTERIOR DE- 

Exterior SIGN with FLOOR 

Offer No. 2 PLANS as described 
above, and Letter of 
Advice. Total cost, Four Dollars 
per unit of space as explained above. 



IMPORTANT: Supply ample information for any special work or question. 
TERMS: Cash with order for all special drawings. 
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PLAN of 
COVER DESIGN 

No. C-50— The house has a 
wood siding exterior and a shingle 
roof, the 40-year kind being speci- 
fied. The foundation is concrete 
and the open porches have cement 
floors with brick edgings. 

The plan was laid out to be a 
model for the average require- 
ments in a really fine home, when 
size and cost are to be kept within 
a reasonable limit. The stairway 
is featured in an unusual way, the 
hall being almost square. The 
music room and service portion are 
connected by a back hall that is 
one step above the main floor. 

The basement is full size. The 
attic is really a third story, having 
quarters for the help, storage, etc. 




For Cost, see page 60 —for Changes, page 64 



HOMEBUILDERS 



PLAN & 
STYLE 



BOOKS 



WE publish these Plan Books to illustrate 
the best types of homes, with plans for 
all-climate reproduction. The books are an 
introduction to our architectural service, which 
we believe has been a large factor in the success 
of the Better Homes movement. 

Book 1. "All- American Homes" 

This book displays the largest variety of 
styles for two-story homes. Among the styles 
shown are English, Colonial, Spanish, Airplane 
and many of the composite types. $000 

Each with plans— 69 in all. Price « 

Book 2. "The New Colonials" 

California Colonials are somewhat different 
from Eastern Colonials, having more of the 
modern built-in equipment, better arrangements, 
etc. There are 50 houses, mostly two $000 
story, 7 to 1+ rooms. Price "* 

Book 3. "Littfe Bungalows" 

This book has 101 plans for low cost bunga- 
lows. Mostly 4 and 5 room $000 
arrangements Price " 

Book 4. "West Coast Bungalows" 

This is a collection of 65 Homes with 87 Plans 
—some having choice of two arrangements. 

Most of them are 6-rooms but some are larger 
and a few have 5 rooms. Nearly all are plann- 
ed with basement or cellar stairs ; # $000 
some also have stairs to the attic. Price ** 



Book 5. "The Fine Homes Book" 

A collection of 65 finest Spanish, Italian and 
English two-story residences. Beautifully illus- 
trated with large halftone views. Comments 
with the designs make it almost like a conducted 
trip through Hollywood, Beverly Hills, Pasa- 
dena, etc. Most of these homes are suitable for 
any climate. Plans for some, but not all of 
these fine homes. Suitable plans will be $000 
made to order. Price 
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Book 6 "English and Romance Homes" 

(California Spanish) 

A great demand has sprung up for the new 
design's and new plans of these latest styles 
from California's Pictureland. This book shows 
65 wonderful one-story types that are models 
for all the world. The houses range in size 
from 5 to 8 rooms of exceptionally good $000 



arrangement for all climates. Price — 
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Book 7. "South-West Stucco Homes" 

Spanish, modified Spanish, composite, stucco 
and English types that are particularly popular 
in the South but many suitable for the North. 
There are 40 one- and two-story single resi- 
dences and 20 doubles, duplexes and $000 
4- family apartments. Price - 



Special $5 Offer 

Three $2.00 Books 
Sent Postpaid for $5 

Special $10 Offer 

All Seven Books 
Sent Postpaid for $10 

CREDITS DEDUCTIBLE 

for Blueprint Plans 

On the price of plans credit will be 
allowed for books previously purchas- 
ed at these prices. 

On Plans $10— $20 Credit Limit $2 

On Plans $20— $40 Credit Limit $5 

On Plans $40 up Credit Limit $10 



Note: Send Money Order or 
Check. If C. O. D.. postage sod 
postal C.O.D. fee of 12c is added. 



E. W. STILLWELL & CO., 912 California Bldg., 205 South Broadway, Los Angeles, Calif. 



